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SAN FRANCISCO HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 12, 2018 
 
 

Michael Sweet    Absent: 
Melanie Ampon    Susan Belinda Christian 
Eva Chan    Theodore Ellington 
Maya Karwande   Mark Kelleher 
Jason Pellegrini    Hala Hijazi 
Abigail Porth 
 

 
00:00:06 MICHAEL SWEET 
Good evening.  It’s Tuesday, April 12, 2018.  The time is 5:37 p.m.  This is the regular 
meeting of San Francisco Human Rights Commission.  I am Vice Chair Michael Sweet.  
Chair Susan Christian is absent.  I’ll be chairing this meeting.  If the Secretary could 
please call the roll. 
 
00:00:28 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
Chair Christian.  Vice Chair Sweet. 
 
00:00:31 MICHAEL SWEET 
Present. 
 
00:00:33 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
Commissioner Ampon. 
 
00:00:34 MELANIE AMPON 
Present. 
 
00:00:35 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
Commissioner Chan. 
 
00:00:37 EVA CHAN 
Present. 
 
00:00:38 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
Commissioner Ellington.  Commissioner Karwande. 
 
00:00:43 MAYA KARWANDE 
Present. 
 
00:00:44 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
Commissioner Kelleher.  Commissioner Pellegrini. 
 
00:00:48 JASON PELLEGRINI 
Present. 
 
00:00:49 COMMISSION SECRETARY 



Commissioner Porth. 
 
00:00:50 ABIGAIL PORTH 
Here. 
 
00:00:51 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
We have quorum. 
 
00:00:53 MICHAEL SWEET 
Thank you.  If you could please read the first item, which is Public Comment on items 
not on the Agenda.  Read that, please. 
 
00:01:02 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
Sure, of course.  Public comment on items not on the Agenda. 
 
00:01:06 MICHAEL SWEET 
This is an opportunity for members of the public who are attending the meeting to speak 
on matters within purview of the Human Rights Commission, but which are not covered 
on the evening’s Agenda.  If there’s anyone who wishes to address the Commission at 
this time, they should approach with a yellow speaker’s card and provide it to the 
Commission Secretary.  Seeing no one interested in providing public comment, we’ll 
move on to the next item.  If the Commission Secretary would please read the item. 
 
00:01:27 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
Approval of Minutes, No. 2, Adoption of minutes dated March 22nd. 
 
00:01:31 MICHAEL SWEET 
This is under Tab 2 in the binders.  These were provided by Commission staff prior to the 
meeting.  I’ll entertain a motion.  Commissioner Porth. 
 
00:01:55 ABIGAIL PORTH 
I’d like to move to approve the minutes. 
 
00:01:57 MICHAEL SWEET 
There is a motion.  Is there a second? 
 
00:01:59 MELANIE AMPON 
Second that motion. 
 
00:02:01 MICHAEL SWEET 
Okay.  We have a motion and a second.  Is there discussion on the motion?  Seeing none, 
if the Commission Secretary would please read the roll. 
 
00:02:09 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
Chair Sweet. 
 
00:02:10 MICHAEL SWEET 
Aye. 
 



00:02:11 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
Commissioner Ampon. 
 
00:02:12 MELANIE AMPON 
Aye. 
 
00:02:13 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
Chair Chan. 
 
00:02:15 EVA CHAN 
Aye. 
 
00:02:16 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
I’m sorry.  Commissioner Chan.  Commissioner Karwande. 
 
00:02:21 MAYA KARWANDE 
Aye. 
 
00:02:23 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
Commissioner Pellegrini. 
 
00:02:24 JASON PELLEGRINI 
Aye. 
 
00:02:25 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
Commissioner Porth. 
 
00:02:26 ABIGAIL PORTH 
Aye. 
 
00:02:27 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
The motion passes. 
 
00:02:30 MICHAEL SWEET 
Thank you.  And if the Commission Secretary would please read the next item. 
 
00:02:33 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
Regular Business, No. 3, Update on projects and staff.  Presenter is Sneh Rao.  Award 
notification, transgender legal education and legal support services and the upcoming 
events. 
 
00:02:45 SNEH RAO 
Commissioners, good evening.  The department report for this Commission meeting is 
fairly light.  We have two brief items.  First, Ms. Aria Sa’id wanted to update you on an 
RFP that she presented at the March 8th Commission meeting.  That RFP was for 
transgender legal education and support services.  The successful recipient was TAJA’s 
Coalition, fiscally sponsored by St. James Infirmary.  And the grant was for $18,000.  



Small grant spanning three months.  My understanding is that the grantee will provide 
monthly know your rights workshops and legal assistant clinics.  The idea really is to 
provide support for transgender people who are wanting to update their identification, 
documentation, birth certificates and proceed with name and gender changes.  So, the 
three-month span will focus on those service areas in particular. 
 
And then the second item is a reminder.  I know Lori was kind enough to send out an 
e-mail earlier this week, I believe, to Commissioners about the April 27th community 
event that we’re putting on in partnership with My Brothers and Sisters Keeper Initiative.  
And that is going to be headlined by Cornell West.  If you are able to join for the event 
itself, it starts at 7:00 p.m. at Norse Theater.  My understanding is that there are also a 
couple other events surrounding the main event.  If you’re interested, please reach out to 
Director Davis or Lori and, of course, we’d be happy to, you know, provide you VIP 
seats at all the events.  So please be in touch. 
 
00:04:30 MICHAEL SWEET 
Thank you. 
 
00:04:31 SNEH RAO 
That concludes the report. 
 
00:04:33 MICHAEL SWEET 
Excellent and succinct to report as always.  Is there any Commissioner comment on the 
report?  Any questions?  Any public comment on this item?  Very well.  If the 
Commission Secretary would please read the next item.  Well, we’ll skip the Chair’s 
Report, as the Chair is absent.  So if the Commission Secretary would please read Item 5. 
 
00:04:56 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
No. 5, Commissioners’ activities in the community. 
 
00:04:59 MICHAEL SWEET 
This is an opportunity for members of the Commission to speak about activities going on 
in the community which are of interest to the Commission and the staff, and the public 
who is interested in what we do here at the Human Rights Commission.  Commissioner 
Porth. 
 
00:05:12 ABIGAIL PORTH 
I wanted to make people aware of an interesting issue that’s arisen in San Francisco of 
human rights interest.  The Asian-American community in San Francisco has formed a 
coalition of about 30--what I believe are about 30 different, mostly Chinese but also 
Japanese and Pacific Islander and, you know, some Filipino organizations to move to 
have the name Julius Kahn removed from Julius Kahn Park, which is a park just inside 
the Presidio, just inside Arguello Gate.  The reason that this coalition is advocating for a 
name change is because Julius Kahn was a United States congressman who was one of 
the chief architects of what became known as the Kahn Act, which codified laws--made 



more permanent laws from the Chinese Exclusion Act which had barred originally 
Chinese and then the Kahn Act, you know, barred broader Asian immigration and 
naturalization in the United States.  This was in the, you know, 1916 to about 1920 range.  
Julius Kahn died, I believe, in 1926 and Julius Kahn Park was named posthumously for 
him.  I mention all of this because the Jewish community was approached about our 
perspective on this.  Julius Kahn also happened to be Jewish, and was a very 
significant--in addition to being an immigrant himself, was incredibly xenophobic and 
racist against Asians.  And so the Jewish community has decided to join the coalition in 
calling for the removal of Julius Kahn’s name from this park. 
 
And I thought you might be interested in it because it’s such a wonderful example, I 
think, of the power of our communities coming together to look at how in San Francisco 
we herald shared contemporary values and think about how we make sure that our city’s 
institutions reflect those contemporary and shared values.  So you’ll be hearing about a 
resolution that will come before the Board of Supervisors likely introduced next week 
and sometime in the coming months a community process that will be opened up to look 
into renaming the park to something that’s more reflective of San Francisco’s values.  
And my hope is that the new name will be in recognition of the really important role that 
we know that immigrants play in San Francisco. 
 
00:07:51 MICHAEL SWEET 
Thank you, Commissioner.  And I’m not set up to clear these.  Does anyone know if 
there… 
 
00:07:59 MELANIE AMPON 
I can cancel me 
 
00:08:01 MICHAEL SWEET 
Oh yeah.  That works too.  Anyone else have anything they want to comment on this 
item? 
 
00:08:17 MELANIE AMPON  
Shortest meeting in history. 
 
00:08:19 MICHAEL SWEET 
Any public comment on Item No. 5?  Commission Secretary, please read the next item. 
 
00:08:28 COMMISSION SECRETARY 
No. 6, Matters of interest for possible inclusion on future Agendas. 
 
00:08:35 MICHAEL SWEET 
So as always, people are welcome to make suggestions to the Director or to the Chair, or 
of there’s something that anyone wants to suggest publicly, now would be the time to do 
it.  I’ll ask Commissioner Porth; do you think that the renaming of Julius Kahn 



Playground is something that should be discussed here?  I assume that’s going to Rec and 
Park.  Is that something that the Commission--this Commission might weigh in on? 
 
00:09:09 UNIDENTIFIED 
Yeah. 
 
00:09:11 MICHAEL SWEET 
Commissioner Porth. 
 
00:09:14 ABIGAIL PORTH 
It’s a good question for which I don’t have an answer.  My understanding of the process 
is that after this is introduced at the Board of Supervisors next Tuesday, is that it will go--
it’s a resolution, not an ordinance so it’ll go to probably Neighborhood Services and 
Public Safety or may go to another committee and then will come back to the Board for a 
final vote.  I anticipate it’ll have the full support--the support of the full Board of 
Supervisors.  The way the resolution in its current draft form is worded is that it will call 
upon the Rec and Park Commission to enter into a community process to examine, you 
know, the potential for a new name.  I don’t know--it’s a really good question and I don’t 
know.  And maybe someone else, maybe you, Michael, or somebody else knows--or, 
Sneh, maybe you know kind of the right process; if there’s a way for the Human Rights 
Commission to weigh in or at least to be--maybe we invite the coalition to come and 
make us aware of it.  And maybe there’s an opportunity for us to, you know, to weigh in 
and provide some guidance to Rec Park.  I don’t know. 
 
00:10:32 MICHAEL SWEET 
Well, I guess what I’d say is that this is a point on the Agenda where you can suggest 
things to discuss and as opposed to getting into any substantive discussion on something 
that isn’t on the Agenda.  What I suggest is that we consider this as something that could 
be discussed that’s appropriate and either Sneh or the Director, you know, we interface 
with staff and the other--the Board of Supervisors and Rec and Park to see how we could 
weigh in, if that’s appropriate.  And we’ll get back.  Commissioner Chan. 
 
00:11:04 EVA CHAN 
Oh, I just wanted to chime in that I believe at our previous meeting when we were 
discussing Justin Herman Plaza there was some kind of background discussion at that 
time about other contested names around the city.  And I was just curious maybe as a 
future item if we could kind of get a feeling from Park and Rec as to what other names 
have come up in terms of having kind of a tainted historical legacy. 
 
00:11:35 MICHAEL SWEET 
Great.  We’ll add that to the list of things to consider.  Any other Commissioners with 
items here?  Any public comment on this item?  Well, since we’ve all completed our 
ethics training, we know that we can’t all go out together and formally have a drink.  But 
I’ll go down to the brew pub on the corner of Market and--what’s that one, the north side 
of Market? 



 
00:12:08 SNEH RAO 
The Market on Market? 
 
00:12:09 MICHAEL SWEET 
The fancy place where they have--it’s like a--I’m going to have a beer.  Anyone can join 
me if they want. 
 
00:12:18 SNEH RAO 
Zuni’s? 
 
00:12:19 MICHAEL SWEET 
No.  That’s where Susan goes.  The meeting is adjourned at 5:49. 
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