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Equity Advisory Committee

Minutes of the June 10, 2009 Meeting

Committee members present: Commissioner Faye Woo Lee, Pamela Duszynski, Daisy Hung, Sara Jackson, Todd Mavis, Azalia Merrell, Mollie Ring, Jennifer Salerno
Committee members absent: Commissioner Julius Turman, Joel Brown, Nura Maznavi, Priscilla Padilla, Eric Quezada, Carnelius Quinn, Beth Stokes
Staff present: Lupe Arreola, Linda Janourova
Guests present: None
1. Call to order and roll call:

Commissioner Lee called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m. Ms. Janourova called the roll.   
2. Approval of Minutes from May 13, 2009 Meeting:
Commissioner Lee moved to approve the minutes from the May meeting and Ms. Duszynski seconded.  The minutes were adopted unanimously.
3. Public comment for items not on the agenda:

None
4. Report Back from the Working Groups on their Work Plans for the Coming Year:
· The Housing Working Group began by giving the full Committee an update of its Work Plan for the coming year.  Members of the Group explained that the Group would be focusing on several broad categories, including: the Rapid Rehousing Program (determining and recommending whether the Program should be renewed); examining affordable housing, land banking, master-tenant relationships and non-profit developers.
· The Employment Working Group members explained that they would be focusing on examining check liquidity (specifically, looking at employers who withhold paychecks from employees although the employers have funds to pay employees), whether grievances are filed disproportionately among certain groups during a bad economy; workforce in disadvantages particular neighborhoods, such as Bayview and the Mission.
· The Immigration Working Group members explained that they would be focusing on two core topics in the coming year: language access to City services (an examination of what services currently exist in order to possibly create a resource guide); and Sanctuary City-related work, including conducting a media scan of coverage relating to the weakening of San Francisco’s Sanctuary City status; documenting recent home and workplace ICE raids in San Francisco, as well as instances of collaboration between ICE and local law enforcement, encouraging the HRC and Mayor’s office to reaffirm its commitment to protecting San Francisco’s Sanctuary status; advocating for the HRC and/or Mayor’s office to enact policy measures that better protect undocumented youth and put a stop to ICE raids. 
· Finally, the Education Working Group described that it would be working on: analyzing individuals and programs which promote education as a human right (with the goal of having the HRC recognize successful individuals and programs through scholarships and awards, respectively); determining whether Kaplan and Princeton Review would be willing to donate test prep materials/give scholarships to underserved students; creating a resource guide for guidance counselors and faculty, listing community resources (such as tutoring, after school programs, etc.); creating an “Education Bill of Rights,” which enumerates parents’ and students’ rights to an education free of fear and intimidation by faculty, other students and government agencies like ICE.
5. Break:
Next, the EAC took a brief break.  
6. Brainstorm on discussion topics and speakers for future EAC meetings:
During this part of the agenda, members of the EAC asked whether it’d be possible to use HRC interns for research projects in the coming year, which the HRC staff offered to look into.  EAC members also asked whether HRC staff could come to a future meeting to give an overview of the HRC.  Specifically, EAC members want to understand what the roles of staff members from each division are and what the interplay is between the HRC Commissioners and staff, if any.
7. Final Announcements and Adjourment:
The only announcement that was made was regarding the next EAC meeting, which will be taking place on August 12th.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.
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