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Equity Advisory Committee

Minutes of the August 12, 2009 Meeting

Committee members present: Commissioner Lee, Joel Brown, Pamela Duszynski (5 minutes late) , Daisy Hung, Sarah Jackson, Todd Mavis, Nura Maznavi, Azalia Merrell, Priscilla Padilla, Carnelious Quinn, and Molly Ring
Committee members absent:, Commissioner Turman, Eric Quezada, Beth Stokes, Jennifer Salerno
Staff present:  Theresa Sparks, Lupe Arreola, Jill Jay Couch, Linda Janourova
Guests present: Commissioner Dajani, Sarah Shaker, Richard Levien
Call to order, roll call, and approval of minutes:

Ms. Janourova called the meeting to order at about 5:40 pm and called the roll for the meeting.  After ensuring

quorum, Commissioner Lee asked if there were any changes to the June 10 and July 8 minutes or to the August 12

agenda.  After hearing none, Commissioner Lee moved to approve the June and July minutes, and the August

agenda.  Todd Mavis seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
Public comment for items not on the agenda:
None

Commissioners’ and Staff Report:

Commissioner Lee introduced Theresa Sparks as new Director of the Human Rights Commission.  Director Sparks introduced herself to the group and shared  some her background, including being the President of the Police Commission and previously being an HRC Commissioner presiding over the Issues Committee.  Director Sparks stated that she considers the EAC a very important part of the agency and she will be trying to attend some of the EAC meeting in the future. 
Presentation by Commissioner Dajani:

Commissioner Dajani, the previous Chair of the Immigrant Rights Commission and current HRC Commissioner, gave an overview of the IRC and about the Sanctuary Ordinance.  He described the committee of the IRC including the Program Access Committee, which monitors the implementation of the Equal Access Ordinance to ensure all departments are providing access to the recognized languages in San Francisco: Russian, Spanish, Chinese, Tagalog. The IRC outreaches to all immigrant communities through community meetings with residents and public officials, and immigrant organizations.  The Immigration Reform Committee is an ad hoc committee that monitors and informs the IRC Commission on changes in immigration at the federal level.  Commissioner Dajani also highlighted the importance of all San Francisco residents getting a Municipal ID.  
Commissioner Dajani spoke about what he sees as the main issues facing immigrants including: 
1. Failure of SF to apply humanitarian criteria to prevent separation of families and breadwinners
2. Car impoundments through racial profiling of unlicensed immigrant drivers
3. Racial profiling of immigrants at airports 
4. Undermining of trust between immigrant communities and local police
5. Fear of immigrant communities to use local services, such as hospitals and police
6. Proliferation of underground economy due to marginalization of immigrant communities

7. Increasing tension between immigrant and non immigrant communities
8. Accurate count of immigrant communities in the 2010 Census.  
He also spoke about the need for HRC and IRC to work together. 
Presentation by Nadia Babella, HRC staff member

Ms. Babella presented about the beginnings of the Sanctuary City Ordinance, about the changes in the Sanctuary Ordinance over time, and the current interpretation of the Sanctuary Ordinance, especially in regards to the San Francisco Police Department’s policy on traffic stops within the immigrant community.  
Presentation by Sarah Shaker from Instituto Laboral de la Raza 
Ms. Shaker, Executive Director for Instituto Laboral de la Raza, spoke to the EAC regarding workers’ rights, most prevalent violations in the workplace, and about the current inequities different workers face.  
Presentation by documentary filmmaker Richard Levien 
Mr. Levien showed the EAC a clip of his and his partner’s, Zareen Levien, new film “Immersion”, which documents the struggle of a young boy, who is a monolingual Spanish Speaker, trying to learn in his English-only classroom.  Mr. Levien also made a request for help and input for their new film “La Migra,” which is about a young girl who come home to find her family has been picked up by ICE.  He asked for any help the EAC can give him in finding families that have been affected by raids. 
Final Announcement
An announcement was made was regarding the next EAC meeting, which will be taking place on September 9th.  The meeting was adjourned at about 7:40 pm.
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